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Tape 14 

(00:01) 

CD: So let’s step back in time a little bit, to when you were at your 
battle station. How many of you were in there? 

WE: Well there was half a dozen of us. But when the men from the 

magazines got down there would’ve been another half a dozen. So I 

would say ten or twelve. 

CD: So what was it like in there? 

WE: Nobody said anything. (Crew adjusts) 


CD: So what was it like in there. 


WE: Everybody was very quiet. Nothing...there was no...nothing going 
on. We were waiting. There wasn’t a big excitement or anything 


CD: Did you lose any buddies that day? 


01:22 


02:16 


CD: When you went topside at one o’clock, what did the ship look 
like? 

(02:25) 

WE: Oh that’s...it’s...well we could see the...like I say there was shells 
stacked on deck, and there was tugs along side, and there was a cane 
field right along side the ship...I don’t know how else to describe it. 


CD: Was the ship shot up? Was it busted up? 


WER: 


CD: Were you surprised to see it in that condition? 


WE: Yeah, well, we...of course after...we could feel the bombs, and 
like I ssay we had salt water coming down from up above, so...We 

weren’t too surprised because we knew that the ship had been hit 

with bombs. 


CD: What was your emotions from that day, seeing the ship? 


CD: Now after you were off of the ship, just a point of clarification, 
you were staying...was that at Block arena where you were staying? 


WE: I guess...yeah that’s...1 couldn’t remember what they called it. It’s 
the big recreation arena. Sleeping on the seats, or between the seats, 
and then get up at two or three o’clock in the morning to eat. That 
recreation...that receiving center go a workout. 


CD: How did life at the base change after the attacks? 

(05:38) 

WE: I think most of us expected another invasion for several days. 
But... 


CD: How did you prepare for that? 

(06:20) 

WE: We didn’t, but...we didn’t... 

(Crew Adjusts) 

(07:50) 

CD: Just to jump back onboard, step back in time a little bit, could you 
tell us the name of the person, your buddy, who passed away that 
day? 


WE: Yeah that’s a long time ago, I think he was Norville, but I can’t 
remember his last name, but that’s too long. 


CD: Were you aware at all that the Japanese were attacking? 
08:16 


08:37 
CD: So as soon as you heard that alarm... 


WE: Well we probably heard it over the phones too. That... I can’t 
remember whether anything was said over the loudspeakers or not. 


CD: It sound like you were pretty...you were pretty up on what was 
going between the US and Japan. 
09:05 


09:36 

CD: What was the...was this a common topic of conversation? And 
what was being said prior to the attack about the relations between 
Japan and the United States? 


CD: Did you ever expect that they would hit Pearl Harbor? 
10:21 


(10:56) 
CD: What was your single most vivid memory of that day? 


WE: I can’t think of one, I...the whole day was big excitement. It was... 
I can’t think of any one thing that stands out. 


CD: Just to get in the clear again, while you were down in the battle 
station with those twelve guys, what were you waiting for? 


WE: We were waiting for somebody to come down and get us out. 
(12:00) On that watertight door business, on the Saratoga one of 
their compartments got flooded, got damaged, and they lost all of the 
people in that compartment. If somebody had been able to open the 
door it would’ve, it could’ve flooded the rest of the ship, so you just 


don’t open them. 
CD: So have you been back to the memorial? 


WE: Well to the Arizona, yeah. But like I say I didn’t have any 
credentials to get over to the Nevada, cause you had to... at least I 
couldn’t figure out any way to get over there. Cause you had to have 
a...at least the guys that did go ahead they’d all been retired and they 
all had credentials to get in there. 

(12:58) 

CD: When you go back what’s it like to look out at the memorial there 
and see that battleship moored just behind it? What goes through 
your mind? 


WE: Just...just remember all the excitement. It’s...something like that 
you just don’t forget. 


(13:33) 

CD: there’s going to be about a million and a half visitors a year that 
come to this sight, that are going to go out there and pay respects, to 
learn about this part of our history. What would you tell those people, 
who did not live through this, as someone who was there that day, 
what would you want them to bring away? 

(14:24) 

WE: I’m not really...I don’t really know how to answer that...I’d just 
tell ‘em what happened and...Okay, I don’t... 

(15:20) 

CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for our country? 


WE: Don’t trust anybody, I guess. I would...I guess that’s it...don’t 
trust anybody. 


(talking with crew members) 

Essentially he is asked, What emotions does Pearl Harbor make you 
feel? 

(17:24) 


WEF: I...guess anger is one of them. We were angry at the time... 
CD: Do you still feel that. 


WE: Yeah...not as much as I did. I... wouldn’t have bought a Japanese 
car. I feel bad for the men that got killed, and bad that we got 
surprised like that, but angry. 

(19:00) 

CD: Is there anything that I didn’t ask you that you feel is an 


important part of this story that perhaps we’ve overlooked? (And 
hold for plane until 20:03.) If there was anything perhaps that 
we've overlooked that we haven’t asked you about that you feel is 
important that you want to share... 

WE: No I think you’ve covered it pretty well. 


CD: Wallace I thank you for your time, for coming out today, and 
thank you for sharing your story, I appreciate it. 


Crewmember: (followup) When you think of Pearl Harbor, what’s the 
first thing that comes into your mind... 

(21:15) 

WE: I guess it’s the surprise that...As far as the battle conditions 
were, we had similar conditions at D-Day too. I don’t...I just don’t 
have any...anything that I can describe. 


CD: Wallace thank you so much, you’ve been very generous with your 
time. 


ROOM TONE 

The camera does some cool rack focus shots and pan shots while 
getting the room tone. Could be useful transitional shots to get into 
his interview, or maybe somewhere in the middle of the interview for 
effect. 


END OF TAPE 


